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Abstract

Content and Characteristics of the Lower Volume of Ryukyu Orai: A Comparative
Study with the Upper Volume

Her Ji-Eun

This study examines the composition and characteristics of the second volume of
Rytukya Orai (BiEk{E2K), compiled by the Buddhist monk TaichtG Shénin (& FA),
and explores its educational significance. Although Ryukya Orai adopts the
structure of oraimono (fF3&#))—a traditional Japanese epistolary textbook format—
its content encompasses a wide range of knowledge, including Ryukyu's
institutional systems, administrative practices, religion, and trade. Notably, the
second volume (Letters 16-28) differs from the first volume in that it focuses on
practical knowledge necessary for administration and social governance rather
than on formal or ceremonial correspondence.

This paper analyzes sections 16 and 17, which concern Buddhist traditions:
sections 22 and 23, which address taxation and material accounting:; and section
26, which contains information on measurement systems, land division,
construction practices, medicine, and pharmacology. Sections 16 and 17
demonstrate that Ryukyuan Buddhism was understood within the broader currents
of East Asian Buddhism, drawing on both Chan (Zen) and Esoteric lineages.
Sections 22 and 23 reveal the structure of administrative ledgers used for
collecting and aggregating goods. Section 26 presents diverse practical knowledge—
including metrology, land organization, building materials, illnesses, and medicinal
substances—illustrating the breadth of competencies expected of Ryukyuan officials.

Taken together, the second volume of Ryukyu orai is far more than a mere
collection of model letters. It clearly functioned as a training text designed to
equip members of the Ryukyuan elite with administrative knowledge and practical
skills. By adopting the orai-mono format while embedding within it the information
necessary for governing the Ryukyu Kingdom, the text served as an educational
resource tailored to the specific realities of Ryukyuan society.

Keywords:
Ryukyu Orai, TaichtG Shénin, Oraimono, Ryukyu Kingdom, Bureaucratic Education

_64_



SARA LSS #2258 L F 3

[E=E]

TR oRtol (I, Ho] 8 a 4A — guute) vng
Fio2 0 Ut EEE

o A& (&2l v & L)

oA E A g @etH kel wFe] FA4 A4S dd S (Ak
=+t) < X}Xﬂ WSS fE AETOFLR) S8 orola &d(@EH EA)o] 1603dFH 661
THA et (Fiskel W& BAl, vk o] @3 o) wet vhEolxl St IRSFe e, o
gk ATl SEEUT DA 219 AzES 7 A olew Ur—‘é ol &= w1 oW JA S

B

o off) 471402 A0 AANTIA B AAUL ol A, silew vl Fitedol
o A BT e Ered Aol T4 542 FAMIGE SuE ol 2 93 o
7 Q2 ol FRF e Adta AT od ooy Y& A7k W, A

23
54 FAe] AFHe] Qo] WA A BRY gA-oldd 7, ST 4ne)
AAH Qe BARS H3n o2 Fal oMby AT & 2wl FHS #3ty
W e 8 Jhxeta Az,
™
~

AR Aol e AR mee A EExe] 29 teles

I ASE

A 7P Aol B o] e THoE Ute] A9 =¥ AlAlE AEkehs oY
Holw 44He) Uae F2 ek W, s oldl ANE Adz §HolA wEE o
Gad 7edols ARA o] FA glekea sy, o/l ® Sojgivpk s o)

_65_



5. ARHpER0E 25 2 o] gy

9l F S ALERA B 2AR AU 2an HAE
k. =MEAR] By

4 AlprE)P (0

DALE Qo IR

of ] w2 ({ilnE)

13. Al=7|iEid 69 saof djsf

o] B2 A YA YolAl WYL ST Fhick Ao] WAL AACE
01698 30 AASHE SRSl " (A ‘(DAL IFOBAREL HH
1, oJ6RIS} (A ZHEA HLIck 89 gk olo} go] o
2t el

49 At ORI

14. ~2-thig)167o] ojis|

o= AHEER)2] SEAKA D8 2 AR, &2 i &
o] 1 B} FHE b Yrhe Aich. WAL sp T AR
(fom o ZUYrk o of=F LS Ych B,

2l AFEET) oRA

15. ol ETACRATEDITO 139
oA Az AE AHYick APAINIE Aolok A Alole] 7
A U AU, MAKEDSIe] o] FokEelA 72 ik Ay

o} oj4 obg et
o4 ZIZPAN B
743 g9 9, 10900] ZPA A} B0l QU3 1861 A} Eof glo] FBuEE Bl 9,
59 S oled FHsks Al 2o meU AAdeR wE e 2P pEe
Mk

A AIRE BHA o} & BEAXYE 3 58 9 10 13, 14, 15%= @&atal od 4 f
7} Hol ®olar, 149] §7, 159 o]Fd A 2 FE2 dm() ARl #How &

AR AzpoR= 4] oAl i 2, 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 11, 125 AQgrhd s
A v w7k glo] Byt oA gfo] wEvt dolof sk Fa3 A Aol F& vl

263} o] WR=A] ofsjof k= FR3 A4S sk Ao de) Zo] e dAe] FAZ u
= 287 ek dhe 2 ok JHA Hun

ToWAR oA S AE AWS sk wlel ek F kAl AL glem —ojuR o]
I, RAVNE ReIA obelel = hE Qi =, 5 27F HE b 2l Az 7ok
o A8l el ofFAl At e e dad A Ment g2, 55 24 A
A @ d s | f@A e dEE we wd BHoRE = ¢ vk B AR AAE
wepel @ Fo® AASYA e AEE AR & 4 gluhTe} o] wWas dle
H, o71el A Ak AAG A A | A4 o ks 2ol A eofslt 7k ey
ok Fueke] ACEIOA AR E = A 271 viE] Bael AEdlA A it st

Anj
e ouQlAQ? EA] ojw A 8 =A FAFoR Ay FHow gt
3t 2

A s o] Aol THAESA Al W& 9% L

_66_



SARA LSS #2258 L F 3

A, 24 0 Fgole] &g AL WP Fi dF 2] YEUW QB BE
*1 g

ﬂ%
FEgIT
Ao R Mg F30]7) X Eo] UL wYl e, o Bx T w7

22 oo AAA(HBEE) & EA T3

a8d, vk FEkeAlE 1A &

Jbalolm HEE= WA 7HLﬂ o7 A= % SR mEFg o] 2 A AT A

). ojd W& weshy, %03}01 1

A AREEA @okE 7=

Ao, 280 ojge &
o

=g, EA 28 7154

=0 —(ﬂ

_67_



[ BAASS] BuAL

1. 20263 383 At xE3
o A2243] AL E3] ;2026 39 14YU(E)
o A2253] YL E3] ;2026 49 11Y(E)

2. (FLTBAAAT 917 Lz
o (BFAFTAAAT) 897 0] 20254 8¢Y 31UAE WFE LT
o (FLAAAAT) 907 0] 20259 119 309AE LEASEY
AH) 9170] 2026\ 29 28UAE R QU
o (FLYTBAAAT) 927 20261 5Y 319 wrE
E ARG EAME 29 A 2026 39 3197HA] FaLE|FEA 7=
& AAH] 6RFI(AARAL 38D)S Faall FAIH, AAM] 53Rl F AR

)
Pk =EAAN = GiheE 107h, A5 e 307

®

NE=

]

¢

27 83l AP Eo] FREAE A5 IHE 9L A5
[ZA13]0]] «d3] Y 409HA(15EFR) 7] 3] : 509 (15BR)
[213]4]] «dut3] Q) @ 3vkde7| B3 Y @ 47

<A 3] A (- AY KA AR AY) - 1Rk

[AFNZ] J17te 3 333333—-1207166<AFF> FAK




